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Say tty, 


in 6.05200/457/. easury Chambers 


ath June, 1947 to 
of the Storage 


if it is clear that the site cannot now be acquired 
for less than £10, » We agree to your goinz.ahesd but 
we should like to know more about this new figure, The 
increase over the estimate approved about 18 months ago 
is fairly substantial, Have land prices generally cone 
up to this extent in that time and even if they have, is 
it clear that thie particular deal could not have been 
scetiled much carlier? 

AS regards the general question, 
that providing the Colonial & 
Gin view of U..u.'s interest 


existing Urdinance in those cases where you have spent 
substantial anounts on the sites, but where algo, we 
would add, there seen to be good chances of disposing 

the property for comercial purposes in the event of 
our having to withdraw from the county and being left 
with no militcry rights, I gather from Foater's letter 
of ijth beceuwber, 1945 that it was then felt that there 
would be mo difficulty about so disposing of the 
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would satisfy yourselves that this is sti 


| Finally, I understand that you expect that tae 
purchase of other sites in falestine aay amount to 
gome £20,000. we wil] of course, be prepared to 
eensider.these cases on their merits when you are 
ready, but we trust you will clear up the above 


pointe before putting them to us. 


i have sent copies of this letter te digham, 


Colonel Seymour and to Becley at the Foreign office. 


Yours. sincerely, 
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W.G.F. Branch, 


Admiralty, Seife1. 


3ra July; 194.7. 


am em: 


sbay 37. 


OE abe Reena! Te ath: 


Dear Miss Waterlow, 


I refer to our conversation over the telephone 
this morning and a8 arranged, I am enclosing a copy of my 
letter to Graham of 12th June about the acquisition of 
land in Palestine upon which we have spent considerable 
sums on the construction of depots and the like. 


I hope that neither you nor the Colonial Office 
See any important objections on political grounds to the 
purchase of the sites by the Admiralty in such cases Gat 
I would be glad to know whether you have any comments you 
would wish to make. 


I am copying this letter to Oram, Higham and 
Colonel Seymour. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Miss Waterlow, 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 
Se We te 


~— ji ‘ 


W.G.F. Branch, 


Admiralty, S.W.1. 


42th June, 1947. 


I refer to Oram's letter to Foster of 3rd January, 19,6 under Treasury 
reference S.50945/2 in which sanction was given to the purchase of the site of the 
Storage Depot at El Mansoura, near Haifa, at an estimated cost of £7,000. 


May I briefly summarise the facts of the matter as then reported. The 
combined Naval and Victualling Storage Depot was erected at a cost of some £155,000 
on an area of land which belonged to 32 different owners, mainly tribal settlements. 
This made it practically impossible to safeguard any residual value by entering into 
separate negotiations with each individual proprietor and there was, of course, also, 
a continuing Naval requirement for the Depot. In these circumstances we proposed 
utilising the Palestine Land (Acquisition for Public Purposes) Ordinance 1943 which 
enables the Palestine Government to purchase land on behalf of a Service Department 
at the current market price of such land excluding any increase in value due to war 
works constructed on the site and to this the Treasury agreed on the basis that the 
cost of acquisition would be about £7,000. ) 


The estimated value of the site was that given by the Director of Land 
Settlement about two years ago but the recent official valuation carried out by the 
Palestine Goverrment indicates that a sumof £10,000 would be required*to cover the 
cost of acquisition and we would like to know whether the Treasury see any objection 


to purchase at the revised price. 


Except for the increased uncertainty as to the part Haifa would play in any 
future war the views of the Naval Staff are very much as expressed in paragraph 3 of 
Foster's earlier letter. : 


While on the subject of Palestine I should like to take the opportunity of 


mentioning that we have under consideration one or two other purchases of land in the 
Haifa area. The purchaser prices are such as to place the acquisitions at the 
discretion of the Admiralty but in view of the uncertainty of the political future out 
there at this moment I am wondering whether you would wish to see the individual cases. 
When I wrote to you on 11th April I mentioned that we were informed that ‘purchase of a 
site in order to safeguard the interest of a Service Department in the residual value 
of any war works it had erected thereon could not be construed as a "Sublic purpose" 
within the terms of the Land Acquisition Ordinance and that we must have a case for 
continuing occupation before we can make use of the Ordinance to acquire the land at 
its unimproved value. In view of this we consider that, unless there are extremely 
substantial objections on political grounds, we should proceed with the purchase of 
those sites which we have in mind as soon as possible since if, as a result of a 
United Nations decision, our interest in Palestine terminates at a fairly early date 
it seems very likely that we would be in the position of being unable to make out a case 
for continuing occupation and would, therefore, lose the whole of the value of our 


improvements. 
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From the purely financial aspect, and subject to anything you may have to say, 
there seems a lot to be said in favour of purchasing aS soon 4s possible. If we remain 
in Palestine for some years we would be able to mike full use of our Depots and 
buildings for as long as they are required for Service purposes and then be ina position 
to dispose of them, should they become redundant, without any tenure difficulties. 

On the other hand, if we vacate the country in the very near future, no doubt all H.M.G's 
assets would be transferred to the new authority with appropriate financial adjustment 
between the two. In any event it seems essential that we should make good our tithe in 
the land but I would appreciate your views. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Colonel Seymour at the War Office - you 
will recall that Army Hirings are looking after our lands interests in the area - and 
to Higham at the Colonial Office. 


Yours sincerely, 


(SIGNED) RG. WILLIAMS. 
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about the acquisition of land in Palestine. It might (Obs Os Sa eee oe 
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United Nations, notices were to be’ published in the 
Gazette of the intention to nccwre thet properties for 
the use of the Royal Navy. ‘nd since tic Navy has been 
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in occupation of these properties for some tine however 
we Should not wish to attach too much importance to this 


point, which is, in any case, one primaricy tor the 
Vorelen Office. 


You wilil bse aware that before the ilivn Commissioner 
can authorise tho acquisition of land not only must the 
intention to do wo bs publishcd in the Gazette but he 
must be Satisfied that the accutsition is "necessary or ie 
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expedient for a public puryjose", 7t is of course entire 

> Hich Commisctoncr to decide whether the aeguisle 
tion of the properties in which vou are interested comes 
within the scope of whe Créinonce ond f£ werely craw your 


attention to this possible difficulty, 
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16th August, 1947. 


Dear Williams, 


With reference to t..e third paragraph of 
Higham's letter No. 76441/2/47 of the 7th August, 
I can say that the Foreign Office has no 
political objections to the course proposed by 


Highan. 
2e I am copying this letter to Higham, Oram 
and Colonel Seymour. 


( D. A Greenhill. ) 


Re Ge Williams, HSde,y 
The Admiralty, 
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